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2 million euros for around 
300 projects annually
The Future Fund supports a wide range 
of different approaches in its funding 
activities, from educational activities to art 
and culture to digital projects. 

20
Networking
The public effectiveness of its funded 
projects is important to the Future Fund. The 
„Workshop Talks“ event series and the website 
contribute to this. 

6
The three pillars of the 
Future Fund
The Future Fund is composed of a Board 
of Trustees, a Project Support Advisory 
Board and the Secretary General, to whom 
a secretariat reports. In accordance with 
their legal mandate, the bodies and their 
members decide on project applications 
and the allocation of funds and also take on 
all administrative and organizational tasks. 

12
Project submission and assessment 
Project applications can be submitted to 
the Future Fund online at any time without 
deadlines. Notification of the decision will 
be sent no later than three months after 
submission.

16
Thematic priorities
In addition to projects on the Nazi regime 
and the Holocaust, the Future Fund also 
supports current topics such as democracy, 
Europe, and human rights, as well as 
migration, integration and asylum.
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Eligibility criteria and features
The Future Fund supports projects with a 
connection to Austria by natural and legal 
persons from Austria and abroad up to 
a maximum of 50,000 euros per project 
and per year. It offers opportunities for 
individual submissions without an affiliation 
to an institution, as well as multiple funding. 

4
A bridge to the future
The federal law on the establishment of 
a Future Fund of the Republic of Austria 
came into force on 19 December 2005. 
Since 1 January 2006, the fund has been 
supporting both academic projects and 
civil society initiatives based on the 
principle, „never again!”
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A bridge
to the future

On 19 December 2005, the Future Fund 
of the Republic of Austria was establis-

hed by federal law under the govern-
ment of Chancellor Wolfgang Schüssel. 
It was created using a proportion of the 
remaining funding from the „Fund for 
Reconciliation, Peace and Cooperation“, 
which was initiated in 2000 to come 
to terms with Austria‘s repressed Nazi 
past and whose work – the payment 
of „compensation“ to former Nazi for-
ced laborers on Austrian territory – was 
completed in 2005.

On 1 January 2006, the Future Fund 
began its work. Set up as a „fund for 
consumption“, it can distribute two 
million euros for subsidies every year 
from the 20 million euros in total which 
made up the aforementioned „reconci-
liation funds“. The Federal Act on the 
Establishment of a Future Fund of the 
Republic of Austria stipulates that both 
academic projects and civil society ini-
tiatives can be supported „which serve 
the interests and commemoration of the 
victims of the National Socialist regime, 
the remembrance of the threat of tota-
litarian systems and tyranny, and inter-
national cooperation, and contribute 
to the promotion of respect for human 
rights and mutual tolerance as well as 
the strengthening of European consci-
ousness.”

„Austria accepts her responsibility 
arising out of the tragic history of the 
20th century and the horrendous 
crimes of the National Socialist re-
gime. Our country is facing up to the 
light and dark sides of its past and 
to the deeds of all Austrians, good 
and evil, as its responsibility. Natio-
nalism, dictatorship and intolerance 
brought war, xenophobia, bondage, 
racism and mass murder. The singu-
larity of the crimes of the Holocaust, 
which are without precedent in his-
tory, is an exhortation to permanent 
alertness against all forms of dicta-
torship and totalitarianism.“ 
“Responsibility for Austria – A Future in the Heart of Eu-

rope“ Declaration by the Austrian Federal Government of 

3 February 2000.

„The basic idea behind the creation 
of the Future Fund was to learn 
from history for the future, to avoid 
past mistakes and to pass on these 
insights to the younger generation. 
Hence the name. [...] Future-orien-
ted remembrance, awareness raising, 
promotion of democracy in the form 
of research, projects and initiatives, 
that was the actual founding idea”. 
Wolfgang Schüssel, Federal Chancellor the Republic of 

Austria from 2000 to 2007. (1)
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Until the year 2010, the Future Fund 
was responsible for winding up the re-
conciliation fund’s remaining tasks, in 
addition to its own funding activities. In 
particular, it provided services in con-
nection with applications which had al-
ready been approved from former slave 
laborers and forced laborers, whose be-
neficiaries could not be identified during 
the reconciliation fund‘s term of office. 
After twelve years of operation and a 
total of more than 2000 projects sup-
ported, the funding which originated 
from the reconciliation fund began to 

run out in 2017. An amendment to the 
Future Fund Act, which came into force 
on 1 January 2018, provided for a five-
year extension to the fund, enabling it 
to continue to support projects with a 
maximum of two million euros per year. 
On its 15th anniversary, the Future Fund 
can report that it has supported around 
3000 projects based on the principle 
„never again!”
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BUNDESGESETZBLATT 
FÜR DIE REPUBLIK ÖSTERREICH 

Jahrgang 2005  Ausgegeben am 19. Dezember 2005  Teil I 

146. Bundesgesetz: Zukunftsfonds-Gesetz und Stipendienstiftungs-Gesetz 

 (NR: GP XXII IA 679/A AB 1153 S. 125. Einspr. d. BR: 1164 BR: AB 7420 
S. 727.; NR: AB 1250 S. 129.) 

146. Bundesgesetz, mit dem ein Bundesgesetz über die Errichtung eines Zukunftsfonds der 
Republik Österreich (Zukunftsfonds-Gesetz) und ein Bundesgesetz über die Errichtung 
einer Stipendienstiftung der Republik Österreich (Stipendienstiftungs-Gesetz) erlassen 
werden 

Der Nationalrat hat beschlossen: 

Artikel I 

Bundesgesetz über die Errichtung eines Zukunftsfonds der Republik Österreich (Zu-
kunftsfonds-Gesetz) 

I. Abschnitt: Errichtung und Aufgaben des Zukunftsfonds 

§ 1. (1) Mit diesem Bundesgesetz wird ein Fonds zur Förderung von Projekten zum Gedenken an die 
Opfer des nationalsozialistischen Regimes und zur Erforschung des Unrechts, das während des national-
sozialistischen Regimes auf dem Gebiet der heutigen Republik Österreich geschehen ist, sowie einer 
zukunftsorientierten Förderung von Toleranz und Nicht-Diskriminierung errichtet, der die Bezeichnung 
„Zukunftsfonds der Republik Österreich“ (in weiterer Folge „Zukunftsfonds“) trägt. 

(2) Der Zukunftsfonds ist eine Einrichtung der Republik Österreich, unterliegt österreichischem 
Recht, besitzt eigene Rechtspersönlichkeit und dient ausschließlich gemeinnützigen Zwecken. Er hat 
seinen Sitz in Wien. 

§ 2. Dem Zukunftsfonds obliegen folgende Aufgaben: 
 1. Die Förderung von Projekten, die den Interessen und dem Gedenken der Opfer des nationalsozia-

listischen Regimes, der Erinnerung an die Bedrohung durch totalitäre Systeme und Gewaltherr-
schaft sowie der internationalen Zusammenarbeit dienen und zu einer Förderung der Achtung der 
Menschenrechte und der gegenseitigen Toleranz auf diesen Gebieten beitragen sowie die Förde-
rung von wissenschaftlichen Arbeiten über diese Themen. 

 2. Die Verwaltung von Restmitteln und die Restabwicklung der Leistungserbringung des Fonds für 
Versöhnung, Frieden und Zusammenarbeit (Versöhnungsfonds) gemäß dem Versöhnungsfonds-
Gesetz, BGBl. I Nr. 74/2000, zuletzt geändert durch das Bundesgesetz BGBl. I Nr. 109/2004, 
nach dem Ende der Funktionsdauer des Versöhnungsfonds. 

II. Abschnitt: Mittel des Zukunftsfonds 

§ 3. (1) Zur Durchführung seiner Aufgaben gemäß § 2 Z 1 erhält der Zukunftsfonds vom Versöh-
nungsfonds die entsprechenden Mittel mit Ende der Funktionsdauer des Versöhnungsfonds gemäß den 
Beschlüssen des Kuratoriums des Versöhnungsfonds. 

(2) Zur Durchführung seiner Aufgaben gemäß § 2 Z 2 erhält der Zukunftsfonds vom Versöhnungs-
fonds die erforderlichen Restmittel mit Ende der Funktionsdauer des Versöhnungsfonds. 

(3) Mit den gemäß Abs. 1 und 2 zur Verfügung stehenden Mitteln ist der Zukunftsfonds abschlie-
ßend dotiert. Es besteht keine Nachschusspflicht. 

(4) Der Zukunftsfonds kann auch sonstige Zuwendungen erhalten. 

The 146th federal law from 2005 provides for the establishment of a non-profit  
Future Fund of the Republic of Austria.
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The three pillars 
of the Future Fund

By law, the Secretary General is responsible for 
representing the Fund externally. He/she is also to 
be regarded as a liaison member of the committees, 
in that he/she chairs the Project Support Advisory 
Board, convenes committee meetings and supports 
the Board of Trustees in the administration of the 
Fund.

The institutions of the Future Fund comprise two committees – a Board of Trus-
tees and a Project Funding Advisory Board – as well as the Secretary General, to 
whom a secretariat reports. 

The secretariat or of-
fice of the Future Fund 
works as its „basic in-
frastructure“, fulfilling all 
administrative and or-
ganisational tasks. The-
se include advising ap-
plicants, recording and 
documenting projects, 
project controlling, pu-
blic relations, and event 
organization. 

The tasks of the hono-
rary Project Support 
Advisory Board, which 
is chaired by the Se-
cretary General, are to 
assess project appli-
cations with regard to 
their compliance with 
the guidelines on the 
granting of benefits, to 
submit comments on 
these applications for 
the Board of Trustees, 
and to provide expert 
advice to the Board of 
Trustees. 

The Board of Trustees, 
which also works on an 
honorary basis, is the 
supreme body of the 
Future Fund. It makes 
autonomous decisions 
on project applications 
and on funding all-
ocation based on the 
comments of the Pro-
ject Funding Advisory 
Board. Its tasks include 
making decisions on 
the granting of benefits 
in accordance with the 
Fund‘s legal mandate, 
monitoring the use of 
the Fund‘s assets for 
their intended purpose, 
and maintaining con-
tact and cooperation 
with other institutions in 
Austria and abroad. The 
Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees reports to 
the Main Committee 
of the National Council 
and the Federal Go-
vernment of Austria on 
each financial year, and 
this report is also pu-
blished.
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Since spring 2017, the offices of the Future Fund have been located at Palais  
Erzherzog Ludwig Viktor at Schwarzenbergplatz in Vienna. (2)

The Secretariat acts as a contact point for all concerns and projects addressed to 
the Future Fund of the Republic of Austria. (3)

„The Future Fund of the Republic of Aust-
ria, established in 2005, has developed into 
a recognized and im portant institution for 
the promo tion of projects in the interest of 
a culture of remembrance, but also for the 
strengthening and awareness-raising of and 
for democratic con sciousness, European 
orientation, tolerance, human rights and 
inter national cooperation. Especially in 
such challenging times as ours, these fun-
ding activities – which include projects not 
only in all parts of our republic but on all 
continents – are particularly valuable for a 
vital and resilient democracy.” 
Sebastian Kurz, Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria. (1)
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Board of Trustees Project Support Advisory Board

Prof. HERWIG HÖSELE 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Former President of the Federal Council

BGDR. Dr. PETER FICHTENBAUER

Member of the Board of Trustees

Former Member of the Austrian Ombudsman Board 

Dr. ERWIN PRÖLL

Member of the Board of Trustees

Former Governor of Lower Austria  

Dr. HANS WINKLER 

Deputy Chairman of the Board of Trustees

State Secretary (ret.), Ambassador

Former Director of the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna

Mag. MAX KOTHBAUER

Member of the Board of Trustees

Former Vice President of the Austrian National Bank
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 Project Support Advisory Board

Mag. ANITA DUMFAHRT

Secretary General of the Future Fund

Chairperson of the Project Support Advisory Board 

Dr. HELENE MAIMANN

Member of the Project Support Advisory Board 

Historian and filmmaker 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. MANFRIED RAUCHENSTEINER

Member of the Project Support Advisory Board

Former Director of the Museum  
of Military History, Vienna 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. MARGARETE GRANDNER

Member of the Project Support Advisory Board 

Institute for History of the University of Vienna 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. ROBERT PFALLER

Member of the Project Support Advisory Board

University for Art and Industrial Design Linz 
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Funding criteria and 
features

According to the guidelines of the Fu-
ture Fund, projects submitted must 
have a scientific, historical and/or 
educational character. In addition, the 
projects should contain clear com-
ponents and objectives that are for-
ward-looking in terms of understan-
ding between nations 
and the prevention of 
totalitarian tenden-
cies on the historical 
basis of the 19th and 
20th centuries.

Applications for fun-
ding can be submit-
ted by both natural 
persons and legal entities from Aust-
ria and abroad, although the projects 
should have a connection to Austria. 
The fact that submissions can be made 
by individuals without an affiliation to 
an institution is intended to give both 
young researchers and actors from ci-
vil society the opportunity to realize 
projects. Annual funding may not ex-
ceed 50,000 euros per project. 

Another feature of the Future Fund’s 
funding structure is the potential for 
multiple funding, whereby a project 
can be supported via one-off or recur-
ring financial contributions. This me-
ans that individual project sponsors 
can submit projects several times or 
that recurring projects such as com-

memorative events can be funded 
again in subsequent years. In addition, 
in some cases, one grant covers seve-
ral project components. For example, 
research projects or symposia can be 
funded together with a publication or 
a conference transcript. In most ca-

ses, funding from the Future Fund is 
not earmarked for a specific purpose, 
so it is up to the applicants to deci-
de how to use the funding within the 
project.

„The majority of funding goes to projects from Austria. 
However, research, publications, exhibitions, conferences 
or oral history projects from countries including Israel, 
Germany, Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Bela-
rus, France, Great Britain, the USA, Brazil, Venezuela and 
South Africa are also supported, to name but a few“. 
Peter Fichtenbauer, member of the Board of Trustees since 2018. (1)
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The projects supported by the Future Fund can be found in all Austrian federal 
states – from Lake Constance to Lake Neusiedl, from Gmünd to the Loibl Pass. 
(12)

The Future Fund explicitly supports projects from abroad with an Austrian con-
nection. The international visibility of research results and civil society projects 
illustrates the worldwide geographical distribution of projects supported by the 
Future Fund, as shown on the map. (12) 
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 Project submission and 
evaluation

The formalities for submissions to the 
Future Fund are kept efficient and 
unbureaucratic in the interest of the 
applicants: there are no deadlines for 
submissions, project proposals can be 
submitted at any time, and submissi-
ons can be made by e-mail or post. 
Since the working language of the Fu-
ture Fund is German, applicants are 
asked to submit their project propo-
sals in German. 

The project submission form can be 
downloaded from the homepage, 
www.zukunftsfonds-austria.at.
 
The following documents are also  
required:
• A project exposé
• A financing plan and a cost  
 calculation
• A timetable 
• CVs, including publication lists,  
 for all project members
• An overview of the contents of  
 publications
• A treatment for films. 

As a matter of principle, the Future 
Fund does not approve projects that 
have already been completed. Pro-
ject submissions should therefore be 
made at least three months before the 
planned start of the project. 

Project proposals will be dealt with 
by the Board of Trustees in the order 
in which they are received. The deci-
sion on the acceptance of a project is 

made autonomously by the Board of 
Trustees following consultation with 
the Project Support Advisory Board. 
Since the two boards meet every six 
weeks for a joint meeting, applicants 
have short waiting times of a maxi-
mum of three months before recei-
ving a decision.

„A special feature of the Future 
Fund is certainly the strong focus 
on the broad public effectiveness 
of the projects supported. In ad-
dition to academic research pro-
jects, local or regional initiatives 
and projects with an educational 
orientation are therefore increa-
singly supported. A sponsored pro-
ject should reach as many people 
as possible and not just remain in 
academic circles“. 
Margarete Grandner, member of the Project Support 

Advisory Board since 2006. (1)
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The Project Support Advisory Board of the Austrian Future Fund in 2015 (from 
left to right): Herwig Hösele, Robert Pfaller, Helene Maimann and Manfried Rau-
chensteiner. Not pictured: Margarete Grandner. (13) 

The Board of Trustees of the Future Fund of the Republic of Austria 2020 (from 
left to right): Erwin Pröll, Herwig Hösele, Hans Winkler, Max Kothbauer and Peter 
Fichtenbauer. (3)
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2 million euros for around  
300 projects annually

The Future Fund has funding of two 
million euros available per year to 
support projects. From the start of its 
funding activities in 2006 to the end 
of 2019, a total of 3805 applications 
were submitted. The fund suppor-
ted 2603 projects in the same time 
period, equating to a funding rate of 
around 68.5%. 

Since its foundation, the Future Fund 
has recorded a continuously growing 
number of project funding applicati-
ons, so that the number of applica-
tions submitted in 2019 had tripled 
compared to 2006. The „record“ to 

date was reached in 2018 with 391 ap-
plications submitted, and the highest 
number of approvals was achieved in 
2019 with 305 approved applications. 

Due to the growing number of project 
submissions from year to year, the Fu-
ture Fund can rarely finance projects 
in full, and therefore often acts as 
start-up financing that enables pro-
jects to tap into additional sources of 
funding.

In accordance with its legal manda-
te, the Future Fund is not limited to 
funding fixed types of projects. Rat-
her, it can support a wide range of 
different approaches, ranging from 
academic research to events, films, 
publications, translations, educational 
activities, exhibitions, commemora-
tive projects, art and culture, and di-
gital projects. Combination funding – 
such as funding for academic projects 
from which a publication originates 
– is also possible. In terms of the num-
ber of approved projects, publications 
are the most commonly funded type 
of project; in terms of the amount of 
money distributed, scientific research 
comes out on top.

„The task of the Future Fund is to 
strengthen awareness of democracy 
and carry this forward into the fu-
ture by remembering the dark sides 
of history and researching anti-de-
mocratic and totalitarian tendencies. 
For it is only the knowledge of history 
and a critical examination of it that 
can sensitize people and counteract 
threatening currents.“
Herwig Hösele, Secretary General from 2011 to 2019, 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees since 2019. (1)
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The graph shows the number of projects submitted and approved by the Future 
Fund in the period from 2006 to 2019. (14)

The office of the Future Fund archives all the applications for funding it receives, 
both digital and „analog“, sorted by project number. These codes serve as unique 
identifiers for the projects. (3)

submitted approved
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 Thematic 
focuses

Since its founding in 2005, the Future 
Fund has developed into the central 
funding institution for projects dedica-
ted to the historical reappraisal of the 
Nazi dictatorship, the Holocaust, flight, 
exile, resistance, and remembrance 
and commemoration of victims. The 
range of World War II projects sup-
ported year after year could not be 
broader. In most cases, the focus is on 
Austria‘s shared responsibility for the 

crimes of National Socialism, as there 
is still a major need to catch up on re-
search in this area. 

In this context, the Future Fund at-
tempts to do justice to the perennial 
mission of „never again“ in a variety of 
ways: targeted funding across all pro-
ject types contributes to the broadest 
possible impact. In addition to cine-
matic debates on, among other things, 
the personal fates of displaced or mur-

dered Jews, or commemorative pro-
jects such as the erection or redesign 
of memorials or monuments, the fund 
also focuses on special areas such as 
support for translations. By producing 
English-language editions of standard 
works on contemporary Austrian his-
tory, the Fund aims to make knowled-
ge about Austria internationally acces-
sible. 

The Future Fund also puts a strong 
emphasis on projects with educational 
aims. These projects are intended ab-
ove all to encourage young people to 
engage with history and to raise their 
awareness. They aim to counteract an-
ti-Semitism and racism and emphasi-
ze tolerance and respect. In addition 
to educational museum projects and 
exhibitions, school projects, excursi-
ons, commemorative trips, workshops 
for contemporary witnesses, and the 
creation of teaching materials for chil-
dren and young people, it is primarily 
exchange and integration projects that 
are supported by the Future Fund.

„Participation in the Zukunftsfonds 
is an edifying task for me. The we-
alth of pro jects supported shows 
that extensive, seri ous and high-
quality work is being done to come 
to terms with history and to create 
a culture of remembrance. A signal 
that gives courage. But also a signal 
that warns us ne ver to stop.” 
Erwin Pröll, member of the Board of Trustees since 2019. (1)
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A small selection of the covers of the publications and translations supported by 
the Future Fund between 2006 and 2020. (15) 

„There is a library in the Zukunftsfonds in which all the 
publications, exhibition catalogs, films, etc. which have 
been funded are lined up. Their abundance is impressive 
every time, even for me, because these are projects that 
have been implemented by a large number of people. And 
through its funding activities, the Zukunftsfonds has been 
able to make it possible for many destinies to be remem-
bered.” 
Max Kothbauer, member of the Board of Trustees since 2011. (1)
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 Thematic 
focuses

The major themes of democracy, Euro-
pe, and asylum, migration and human 
rights are three further focal points in 
the Future Fund’s funding activities. To 
fulfil its legal mandate, 
the Fund supports, for 
example, studies on 
anti-democratic cur-
rents and the state of 
democratic society 
today, as well as ini-
tiatives to strengthen 
European awareness.  
Projects that investi-
gate and counteract 
extremist, fundamen-
talist, xenophobic and totalitarian ten-
dencies and threats are particularly im-
portant to the Fund. 

Projects on flight and migration have 
been on the agenda of the Future Fund 
since 2015 in particular, including a fo-
cus on related human rights violations. 
Those affected by wars in Afghanistan, 
Iraq and Syria as well as by overpopula-
tion and the difficult economic situati-
on in Africa have been increasingly try-
ing to reach the West for several years. 
During the dangerous journey across 
the Mediterranean, they occasionally 
meet a similar fate to Jewish refugees 
at the beginning of the Second World 
War, when countries were not prepared 
to accept them. 

Thanks to its broad thematic focus, the 
Future Fund not only occupies an in-
dispensable position in the Austrian 
funding landscape, but its projects also 

have an impact in various areas of so-
ciety and promote related discourse in 
these areas. Thus, the fund stands for 
a critical reappraisal of Austrian history 
and simultaneously promotes activities 
initiated by civil society. In keeping with 
its name, the Fund‘s work is directed 
towards the future, in order to draw 
lessons from the past and to contribute 
to the strengthening of democracy, hu-
man rights and tolerance by addressing 
current issues.

„Our project profile has been gradually developed over the 
years, including with regard to new thematic focuses. In 
the early years, these focuses were persecution, resistance 
and the period of National Socialism. Today, the guideli-
nes of the Future Fund increasingly include topics such 
as human rights, civil courage, migration, integration and 
asylum. In addition, it was also important to us to include 
art and theater in addition to film”. 
Helene Maimann, member of the Project Support Advisory Board since 2007. (1)
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In addition to events and projects in the fields of art and culture, films and new 
media initiatives in particular contribute to the broad impact of Future Fund fun-
ding. (15) 

„The Future Fund supports outstanding projects that make a very significant 
contribution to research and the culture of remembrance in our country.“
Hans Winkler, member of the Board of Trustees since 2011, Deputy Chairman of the Board of Trustees since 2018. (1)
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Networking

It is a central concern of both the com-
mittees and the Office of the Future 
Fund that the Fund’s activities and di-
verse projects are given the broadest 
possible public framework and do not 
remain „inside“ the fund. In addition 
to the Future Fund institutions’ repre-
sentative tasks in Austria and abroad 
and their constant exchange with aca-
demics, ministries, institutions and as-
sociations, the most important com-

munication channels include targeted 
public relations work and events.

Since 2006, the Future Fund has made 
several tools and research sources 
available to interested parties and re-
searchers via its website: via the pro-
ject database, which can be searched 
by keyword or project number, the 
Fund documents and publishes infor-
mation on all the projects it funds and 
also offers further networking oppor-
tunities via web links to the respective 
projects and funding recipients. The 

central source of information for calls 
for proposals, news, dates and reports 
on funded projects and events is the 
Future Fund online archive.

Since autumn 2011, the Future Fund’s 
„Workshop Talks” event series has also 
provided a public forum in which pro-
jects (co-)financed by the fund are 
presented. The events are realized in 
cooperation with the Diplomatic Aca-

demy of Vienna and 
take place on its pre-
mises. The main tar-
get audience includes 
individuals and in-
stitutions associated 
with the Future Fund, 
recipients of funding, 
as well as interested 
academics and jour-

nalists. The workshop talks not only 
present the activities of the Future 
Fund, but also provide a forum for di-
scussion, which promotes networking 
among those submitting projects and 
offers them the opportunity to get to 
know each other and exchange ideas.

„The workshop discussions offer project managers a plat-
form to present their research methods and results to an 
interested audience from a wide variety of fields. They 
have become an established discussion forum as well as 
an opportunity for exchange and networking among those 
submitting projects.” 
Anita Dumfahrt, Secretary General since 2019. (1)
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Proximity to the community is particularly important to the Future Fund: by Oc-
tober 2020, a total of 37 workshop discussions with an average of 100 partici-
pants had taken place at the Diplomatic Academy in Vienna. (5)

www.zukunftsfonds-austria.at – The website documents all activities of the Futu-
re Fund. In addition to information on funded projects, it also contains an archive 
of events and publications. (16)



22

The Future Fund of the Republic 
of Austria celebrated its 15th an-
niversary in December 2020. On 
this occasion, the book, „Auftrag 
Zukunft: 3000 Zeichen für Ge-
denken, Toleranz und Demokratie. 
15 Jahre Zukunftsfonds der Repu-
blik Österreich“ („Mission future: 
3000 symbols of commemora-
tion, tolerance and democracy. 15 
years of the Future Fund of the 
Republic of Austria”) by Gün-
ter Bischof, Barbara Stelzl-Marx 
and Katharina Bergmann-Pfleger 
(Böhlau 2020) was published. 
It presents the most important 
stages of the Austrian Future 
Fund’s creation and activities in 
around 280 pages. In addition to 
documenting its modes of opera-
tion, the book analyzes the signi-
ficance of the Fund for research 
and society. Exemplary projects 
also provide an insight into the 
diversity of its funding activities. 
The content of this brochure is 
based on this publication.
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AUFTRAG ZUKUNFT: 3000 ZEICHEN 
FÜR GEDENKEN, TOLERANZ UND 
DEMOKRATIE

1 5  JA H R E  Z U KU N F T S F O N D S  D E R  R E P U B L I K  Ö S T E R R E I C H

GÜNTER BISCHOF I BARBARA STELZL-MARX I KATHARINA BERGMANN-PFLEGER
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Since January 2006, the Future Fund of the Republic of Austria 
(Zukunftsfonds) has been operationally active in commemorating 
the victims of the Nazi regime, combatting all forms of anti-Semitism 
and racism, and above all, upholding democracy and human rights 
and promoting tolerance and international understanding – all 
based on the principle, „never again!“ Established by federal law 
in December 2005, the Fund has since made an indispensable 
contribution to the promotion of a sustainable and future-oriented 
culture of remembrance. 

Both the commitment of the institutions which make up the 
Future Fund and the projects supported have led to a more open 
approach to charged issues in Austrian public discourse: from 
academic research to civil society initiatives, including in the arts 
and culture sector, they make an indispensable contribution to 
raising awareness.
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